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his family, relatives, and ancestors, and thus to find a
motive for removing him from the ordinary school.
For this purpose a detailed inquiry into the intellectual
development and talents of the pupils was carried out.
This system of investigation was uncritically transplanted
into Soviet ground from the bourgeois class pedology and is,
being a real fraud on the pupils, directly opposed to the
aims of the Soviet school and to common sense. Standard
catch questions were put to a six- or seven-year-old child,
and thereafter his so-called "pedological" age and the
grade of his intellectual talents were determined.
All this led to the classification of an increasing number
of children in the category of the intellectually unsuccess-
ful., defective, and "difficult55 children,
According to the classification of the pupils, as the
result of this "investigation," the pedologists selected the
children who were to leave the normal school for "special"
schools or for classes for "difficult** or backward or
neurotic children.
The Central Committee of the Communist Party states
that, in consequence of the injurious activity of the pedo-
logists, the enrolment of pupils in the "special" schools has
been much too large. In spite of the direct advice of
the Central Committee of the Party and of the Council
of People's Commissars of the U.S.S.R. that two or
three schools for defective and for difficult pupils should
be opened, the People's Commissariat of Education has
established a great number of "special" schools with
various names, where the large majority of pupils are quite
normal children, who ought to be transferred back to the
normal schools. Studying in these schools, besides defec-
tive children, are gifted and talented children who were,
according to quasi-scientific theories, registered as "diffi-
cult" by a wholesale decision of pedologists. As to the
system of work of these "special" schools, the Central
Committee of the Party considers the state of their educa-
tional work to be absolutely unbearable and on the
border of a criminal irresponsibility. The "special"
schools are in reality uncontrolled; the system of teaching
and of school regime in these schools is handed over to the
least-qualified pedagogues. No attempt at discipline is
made in these schools. In consequence a great number of
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